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United States History 2015
Name:

Date:
What is a historical thesis?_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

How is it different from a thesis in English class?______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
List 3-5 topics/issues that happened in history between 1945 through the present that you might be interested in doing your final project on…

1._____________________________________  2.______________________________________________

3._____________________________________ 4. ______________________________________________

5._______________________________________

Circle the topic or issue above that you have chosen to investigate. Mr. H’s initials are required here______

What do you want the reader to know about the topic or issue?_____________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Collect information on the subject below.

Rough thesis:










Mr. H’s initials are required here_____
Final Exam Essay and Presentation
Please indicate the percentage you want for each part of your exam. Each section of the exam grade must be given a minimum value of 20% and it should add up to 100%. If you leave this section blank I will divide up the values evenly.

Essay________% + Presentation________% + Exam_________%= _________100%
Part 1= Persuasive Essay Assignment You have chosen a topic/issue/situation/event from the coffee can. You will be creating a THESIS statement about the topic and writing a persuasive essay about it. . It has to be something you could argue and prove. The use of data, primary and secondary sources will be essential to your ability to support your thesis. You will research this subject to obtain a detailed knowledge and understanding of what happened. Saving your work during class is crucial. You must come to class with your materials each day or you will be given additional work to complete. 

A) Creative Title: create a title that is related and creative.




_______ 10pts
B) Subject Description: You will write a detailed 1) description of the subject and 2) what can we learn from this subject now in 2015. You will use your researched sources to support this description and critique. Your subject of in-depth study is:__________________________________. 
Mr. H’s initials here for thesis______       

 _______20pts

C) Part 1: Clearly Stated Position: a clear thesis paragraph stating your position on this subject.














________15pts

Part II: DATA: 4-5 linking/supporting arguments to support your thesis. 














________ 20pts

Part III: prior knowledge/historical background, find a similar event in history that would strengthen your thesis. Make sure to explain how it supports your thesis. (i.e. Pearl Harbor vs. Cuban missile crisis)












            






 








________10pts

Part IV: Core Democratic Value, use one or more CDV’s to support your thesis.















________ 10pts

Part V: Opposing Viewpoint, state the opposing viewpoint to your thesis and then refute that point to make your thesis stronger.
























________ 10pts

Part VI: Restating your thesis and conclusion. Write a clear concluding paragraph that includes a restatement of your thesis. This is your chance to leave the reader with a persuasive last impression.















________ 5pts
  


Paper Requirements:

VII: Length= minimum length of 500+ words/12point font/Times New Roman/default margins doubled spaced)




  



    



 ______15pts

VIII: Mechanics, Grammar, Spelling= make sure you have proof-read and edited   

______15pts

VIIII: footnotes
 correctly noted throughout your paper 



   

 ______15pts

X: Bibliography: MLA style citations. minimum of 4 primary sources and 3 secondary sources. Make  sure your bibliography is alphabetical beginning with last name of author.(7 sources minimum)


   






     

    



_______15pts









Grand Total= 

/     150points


 This is what a footnote looks like. It is something you put within your writing when you have used a source besides yourself to support an argument. Here is an example:

Peter Burchard, One Gallant Rush: Robert Gould Shaw and His Black Regiment (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1965), 85.

Part II- Thesis Presentation: You will also be presenting to the class a short talk about your research and paper. The class will also be hearing your opinions regarding the subject you are covering and how you supported your opinions. It is always helpful to use quotes and references to your research when you give your presentation. You will want to have some kind of outline prepared so that you don’t just ‘Wing It’. It will be all too clear if you are not prepared for this talk. Follow the instructions below to receive full credit.

A) HOOK!










______/10pts

B) Speak clearly and precisely, this will take preparation. You may want to practice in front of your parents, brother, sister or friends.




     




















_________35pts

B) Length: this talk should be a minimum of 2.5 minutes and should not be any more than 5 minutes.








     




















_________35pts

C) Visuals:Using Prezi/Power Point create a visual presentation to guide you main points. There should be at least 3 images, 2 charts or graphs. The Presentation should be edited to include transitions, color and a design that is easy to see and follow. Follow the RULE of 5s for all text included in your presentation… DO NOT READ OFF THE SLIDES verbatim… if you do the best you can hope for would be ½ credit for this section 






































_________ 35pts

D) Clear description of your subject with appropriate details and thesis is clearly explained during presentation. Including sources and quotes will strengthen your talk





     






























_________35pts











TOTAL________/150pts
Part II- Verbal Presentation: You will also be presenting to the class a short talk about your research and paper. The goal for this section is to give the class a clear idea of what you learned and how they can connect the material that we have learned this year to the present day. The class will also be hearing your opinions regarding the subject you are covering and how you supported your opinions. It is always helpful to use quotes and references to your research when you give your presentation. You will want to have some kind of outline prepared so that you don’t just ‘Wing It’. It will be all too clear if you are not prepared for this talk. Follow the instructions below to receive full credit.

A) Speak clearly and precisely, this will take preparation. You may want to practice in front of your parents, brother, sister or friends.




     



_________35pts

B) Length: this talk should be a minimum of 2.5 minutes and should not be any more than 5 minutes.








     



_________35pts

C) Visuals: 5 or more visuals including captions (1-2 sentences) explaining how the visuals relate to your topic, event or issue. Google presentation or Prezi is recommended. (Colorful and visible to all students). If you use bullet points within your presentation be sure that they follow the RULE OF 5s.














_________ 35pts

D) Clear description of your subject with appropriate details and thesis is clearly explained during presentation. Including sources and quotes will strengthen your talk. 





     










_________45pts








Grand Total ________/150points
Part III- Final Examination- Study your exam review sheet. Use your binder for all the information












150pts







