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United States History 2014
“The United States becomes a World Power”
Directions: You must turn in two OPTIONS per week to get full homework credit. 
They will be due each Friday for full credit, but you may turn them in earlier if you choose. Follow the rubric below to ensure you receive full credit. 
Rubric: 1) Assignment(s) turned in on time (see syllabus policy for late work)

      2) Minimum 125 words for written assignments and a BEST EFFORT

      3) Written (in blue or black ink) or typed neatly

      4) Grammar and spelling correct


      5) Historical information is accurate

Option #1: Find coverage of the same event in two newspapers, one of which uses “yellow journalism”. Underline some of the major examples of how the articles are different.

Option #2: Write a letter to President McKinley from any of the people below. Explain your position on whether the United States should or shouldn’t get involved with the Cuban revolution against Spain.

a) An American businessperson who has invested in a Cuban sugar plantation.

b) An American who feels that we should help Cuba’s fight got freedom.

c) A Spanish diplomat who wants his country to avoid war

d) A Cuban exile.

Option #3: Write a list of unanswered questions about the sinking of the Maine. Also include what you think REALLY happened to the ship.

Option #4: Create a song or motto for the Rough Riders. Be prepared to share this with the class. The song must include at least 2 verses and 1 chorus.

Option #5: Draw a political cartoon showing America’s position in the world before and after the Spanish-American war. Make sure it is neat and colorful. Also, include a 2-4 sentence description of the meaning of the cartoon.
Option #6: Write a short explanation of how the United States obtained permission to build a canal in Panama from the following points of view:

a) Theodore Roosevelt

b) Colombia

c) Panama

Option #7: Do you think the deal between the United States and Panama was fair? Make sure to first explain what the deal was and then explain your opinion.

Option #8: Write a definition of the Open Door policy by an American, Chinese, Japanese and European.

Option #9: Make up questions for a press conference with Theodore Roosevelt in which he’ll explain his position on the Monroe Doctrine. Include his answers.

Option #10: Make up 5 colorful picture symbols to illustrate the causes of World War I.

Option #11: If you had been alive during World War I, which position would you have supported? Explain your answer.

a) Entering the war on behalf of England and the Allies

b) Staying neutral

c) Entering the war on behalf of Germany and the Central Powers.

Option #12: Write a headline and short news article about the sinking of the Lusitania.

Option #13: Pretend you are a war correspondent. Send a telegram home describing any major battle studied in class.

Option #14: Make a recruitment poster for soldiers. Make sure it is colorful and includes a statement that would inspire someone to join the military.

Option #15: Write a dialogue between two African American individuals who have just read about some of the heroic deeds of African American soldiers in Europe.

Option #16: Write an editorial about the Treaty of Versailles from one of the points of view below:

a) German

b) American

c) French

d) English

Option #17: Write a short essay on whether you believe the United States could ever truly stay in its own backyard again after World War I.

