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United States History 2015
Homework Options for Post-War U.S. Unit

Requirements- You must turn in two OPTIONS per week to get full homework credit. 3 points per Friday are available for on-time assignments that meet the rubric below.
Rubric: To get full credit for each OPTION you must:

1) turn in ON TIME
2) minimum of 125 words for written assignments

3) written (in blue or black ink) or typed neatly 

4) correct spelling and grammar
5) accurate historical information

6) List the OPTION you are doing at top of paper

option #1: Pretend you are a G.I. returning from World War II. Write an entry in your diary describing your reactions to your first day at home.

option #2: Pretend you are a woman who worked in factory during World War II. Describe how you feel when your job is given back to a returning G.I.

option#3: Pretend you are a German during the Berlin Airlift. How might you change your attitude about the Americans?

option #4: Prepare for a debate for/against entering the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

Option#5: Pretend you are a speechwriter for Joseph McCarthy. Write a speech for Congress warning of the danger to our country from communism.

Option#6: Write a rap/folk/rock song about the “reds” among us. Be prepared to perform your song.

Option#7: Write and editorial explaining why so many people feared communism in the fifties.

Option#8: Write an editorial against McCarthyism.

Option#9: Interview people today and ask: “Are you afraid of communism?” Ask why or why not and record all the answers. 

Options#10: Would you have signed an oath swearing you were not a Communist? Why or Why not?

Option#11: Write a speech explaining the policy of containment.
Option#12: What does “Cold War” mean? Describe an episode of a “cold war” in your personal life.

Option#13: Write your own version of a United Nations Charter to be signed by every country in the world.

Option#14: Make a symbol to illustrate the policy of containment. Must be colorful and neatly done. Be prepared to share it with the class.

Option#15:Interview your parents or grandparents about their memories of:

a) Suez Canal

b) Sputnik

c) Nikita Khrushchev’s visit to the United States

Option#16: Do you think television has done more good or harm in American life? Explain your answer.

Option#17: Pretend you are one of the first African American students attempting to attend Little Rock High School and had to be escorted by federal troops. Describe how you would feel.

Option#18: Write a headline and article, or editorial, or make up a political cartoon reacting to the Supreme Court decision of Brown vs Board of Education in 1954.

Option #19: Find a musical artist from the time period of 1945-1959. Research the artist and write up a short biography including any hit songs or albums. Also, include the social, political, economic or historical issues the artist’s music represents.

Option #20: Would you have conformed to the way of life in the post-war period? Why or why not? Make sure to explain what conformity meant for America in the post-war era.

