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HW OPS: Industrial and Urban America
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Directions: For the next 3 weeks you will choose TWO of the Homework Options below to complete. They will be due by Friday for full credit, but you may turn them in earlier if you choose. Follow the rubric below to ensure you receive full credit. 

Rubric: 1) Assignment(s) turned in on time

      2) Minimum 125 words for written assignments


      3) Written or typed neatly- must be turned in as a hard-copy (no google docs or emailed options will be accepted.

      4) Grammar and spelling correct


      5) Historical information is accurate

Option #1: Write a dialogue (you may make it funny) in which two housewives try to out brag each other about the new gadgets and conveniences in their homes in the late nineteenth century. Make sure to mention the actual gadgets they used.

Option#2: Draw and label all the parts of a modern kitchen in 1899. 

(Colorful and clear)

Option#3: Pretend you are a salesperson. Write a pitch to be given to the office manager of a company for one of the items below:

· Typewriter

· Adding machine

· Telephone

Option#4: Keep a diary of how often and for what reasons you use the telephone in a week.

Option#5: Pretend you are a farmer during the close of the nineteenth century. What advice would you give a young person who asks whether he should become a farmer? Include the positive and negative aspects of farming.

Option#6: Write a slogan for a rally by farmers against the high interest rates.

Option#7: Read William Jennings Bryan’s “Cross of Gold” speech. Explain his position in your own words.

Option#8: The Industrial Revolution led to waste and pollution. List all of the ways that you and your family could practice conservation and recycling.

Option#9: Make up a motto that would describe the business philosophy of one of the robber barons.

Option#10: Write a dialogue between the owners of a small business who are discussing how a large monopoly is driving them out of business.

Option#11: Make a cartoon illustrating the idea of the business world being a jungle.

Option#12: Pretend you are a fund raiser for a charity. Write a letter to J.P. Morgan or Andrew Carnegie requesting a large donation.

Option#13: Make a cartoon illustrating the idea of “trust busting”.

Option#14: Write a day’s diary entry of a sweatshop worker in1900.

Option#15: What would have to happen in the United States to make you consider leaving it for another country? Why? What country would you go to?

Option#16: Make a poster, newspaper, or magazine advertisement for passage to the United States.

Option#17: Create a song (rap, rock, folk, poem) telling why a group of immigrants wants to come to this country.

Option#18: What do you think the expression “streets are paved with gold” meant to the immigrants?

Option#19: Is the United States a melting pot or a tossed salad? Explain your answer. Which would you prefer and why?

HW OPS: Progressivism and Reform

Directions: You must turn in two OPTIONS per week to get full homework credit. Each OPTION is worth 10 points each. They will be due each Friday for full credit, but you may turn them in earlier if you choose. Each assignment is worth 10 points.  Follow the rubric below to ensure you receive full credit. 
Option #1: Find coverage of the same event in two newspapers, one of which uses “yellow journalism”. Underline some of the major examples of how the articles are different.

Option#2: Write a slogan for a rally by farmers against the high interest rates.

Option #3: What is the definition of Populism? What is your definition of Populism today? Give one example of Populism today. How will you make the distinction between Populism and Progressivism?

Option#4: Write a dialogue between the owners of a small business who are discussing how a large monopoly is driving them out of business.

Option #5: Explain the era know as the Progressive Era. Why is it called that? Why is it an important time for America? Are there any modern day examples of Progressives?

Option #6: Create a political cartoon exposing a corrupt government/political/business issue. Make sure to include a description of the political cartoon. This is to be your own creation and idea!

