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United States History

“The Upheaval of the 1960’s”

Homework Options 

Requirements- You must turn in two OPTIONS per week to get full homework credit. 3 points available per week. Homework Options are always due in “hard-copy” form at the beginning of class on Fridays. Plagiarism will not be tolerated and will be filed permanently in your personal file.
Rubric: To get full credit for each OPTION you must:

1) turn in ON TIME
2) minimum of 125words for written assignments

3) written (in blue or black ink) or typed neatly 

4) correct spelling and grammar
5) accurate historical information

6) List the OPTION you are doing at top of paper

Option #1: How was the sit-in at Woolworth’s in Greensboro in 1960 different from the bus boycott in Montgomery in the 1950’s? 

Option #2: Pretend you were present at Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I have a Dream” speech during the march on Washington in 1963. Write your reactions in the form of a journal entry.

Option #3: Do you think Martin Luther King Jr.’s dream has come true? Give reason for your answer.

Option #4: Would you have followed Martin Luther King, Jr. or one of the more militant leaders (such as Malcolm X, Stokely Carmichael and so forth)? Explain what it is about that leader that would have inspired you to follow them.

Option #5: Pretend that you are an African American living in the South on July 2, 1964, when the Civil Rights Act becomes law. How would your life be different now? Give specific examples from the new law.

Option #6: Why is the work of Cesar Chavez an important step in the civil rights movement in the United States? Be sure to explain what Cesar is known for. (Also, you may want to ask Mr. Johnston (Room G206) about Cesar Chavez, he worked for him)

Option #7: Write a letter describing the failure of the United States in the Bay of Pigs from the point of view of one of the people below:

A) President Kennedy

B) Fidel Castro

C) An anti-Castro Cuban living in the United States

Option #8: The Peace Corps still exists today. Would you consider enlisting? Explain why or why not.

Option #9: Interview adult members of your family and neighbors who are old enough to remember the death of President Kennedy. Ask where they were when they heard the news, how they felt, and what they did.

Option #10: Write a poem or do original artwork about the death of President Kennedy. Make sure it is colorful if you do a piece of art. At least 3 verses if you do a poem!

Option #11: Interview you grandparents or any senior citizen about what benefits they get from Medicare.

Option #12: Explain the term “credibility gap” and give an example from the Vietnam conflict.

Option #13: Make a political cartoon from any point of view on President Johnson’s “War on Poverty”. Make sure to use color and make it look nice. Prove that you put your full effort into this.

Option #14: Write a speech for President Johnson outlining the main points of the “Great Society”.

Option #15: Pretend you are a chief for a Native American tribe during the 1960’s. How would you instruct your tribe to take action towards the United States government? And what issues would you want to change?

OPTION #16: Briefly describe what the Cuban Missile Crisis was and who was involved. Then write an analysis of President Kennedy’s decisions during the crisis. Do you think he did the right thing or should he have done more? 

Option #17: Write a newspaper article about the role of the United States in Vietnam during the sixties. Include the following terms: (Civil War, Viet Cong, Escalation, North Vietnam, Tet Offensive, Domino Theory)

Option #18: If you had been against our participation in Vietnam, which of the following ways would you have chosen to protest? Explain. (Teach in, Moratorium, Letter Writing campaign, bombing a military recruitment center, Protest march, burning your draft card or leaving the United States)

Option #19: Write a song or poem entitled “The Whole World is Watching” about the protests at the 1968 Democratic Convention in Chicago.

Option #20: Make a report card for President Johnson giving him a grade on at least six important issues including Vietnam and explain why you gave him that grade!

Option #21: How did the war in Vietnam affect the election of 1968?

